440	ANGEL    PAVEMENT
I got this rise, I hoped we'd begin to save properly. Any*
body'd think to hear you talk they'd given me the Bank
of England instead of another pound a week. Have a bit
of sense, £die. If we're going to spend every penny we
have now and get into debt, where are we going to be if
anything happens to us? Just tell me that."
"And what is going to happen to us? Bless me, the
way you talk! A proper old Jonah you're turning into!
You give me the pip, Dad, honestly you do. Anybody'd
think to hear you talk that well have to sell up any day,
You can't enjoy yourself a minute for thinking about
what might happen to you the year after next or some-
time. We've only got to live once and we've only got to
die once, and for heaven's sake let's enjoy ourselves while
we can, I say,"
"Yes, and when we can't—what then? I've heard this
kind of talk before, and I know where it lands people,
And, anyhow, I can enjoy myself as well as the next,
only I can do it sensibly and I don't need to spend every
penny we get and go and ask any Fred Mittys to help
me to do it."
"That's right. Bring him in. I've been waiting for
that, I've just been waiting for that. I wondered how
long you'd be able to keep Fred Mitty out of this. That's
you all over. You got your knife into him the first time
he came here, and. after that of course h<* had to be
blamed for everything. Go on. Don't mind me. Why
don't you say I give him all my housekeeping money,
and have done with it. Go on."
'Well, I'll say this," said Mr. Smeeth, his temper
rising. "That bill from Sorley's there's been all this
bother about wouldn't have been that size and would
have been paid before now, if you hadn't taken it into

